Managing plastic waste — where does it go?

With a diversity of plastic products available, knowing what to do with them at the end of their use can be difficult. Regardless

of how we dispose of them, plastics are very long lasting, so the best option is to avoid single use plastics altogether!

PLASTIC PRODUCTS/PACKAGING

BIODEGRADABLE
A form of degradation where the product is broken
down by micro-organisms into its natural components
such as carbon dioxide, water and biomass (Australasian
Bioplastics Association, 2017). However, there are no defined
requirements around the timeframes and environmental
conditions for this process to occur. A product labelled
‘biodegradable’ could refer to a plastic bag that returns
to its natural components after 180 days in a commercial
compost facility, or one that takes over 1,000 years to break
down in the sail (California Organics Recycling Council, 2011).

COMPOSTABLE GENERALWASTE
Compostable products (landfill)
are designed to break Biodegradable products are
down into nutrient rich not designed to be recycled
humus within a designated with regular plastics. If they
timeframe. These products are not compostable, these
must demonstrate the products should go in the

ability to disintegrate general waste bin.
quickly, leave no visually

RECYCLABLE

GENERALWASTE
(landfill)

REGULAR RECYCLING
Rigid plastic packaging including
berry punnets, plastic drink
bottles, icecream containers,
regular plastic take away
containers. Find out what can be

recycled in the shire on
Councils website

www.alpineshire.vic.gov.au

distinguishable residue

SOFTPLASTICS
Plastic packaging you can
easily scrunch up, including
clingwrap, lolly wrappers and
chip packets. When clean, these
plastics can be recycled if they're
placed in the Redcycle bins at
Coles or Woolworths. Do not
put these plastics in regular

recycle bins. Find out more at
www.alpineshire.vic.gov.au
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and have no detrimental

Commercially

effects on worms or micro- f‘. Home compostable
organisms (Standards | P i These products are Igss
Australia, 2006). common and are designed
to break down in a home
I compost bin.

*The Australasian Bioplastics

DEGRADABLE
PRODUCTS — AVOID THEM!

Plastics labelled degradable might sound like a

good idea, but this is a general term given to any

The majority of compostable
products currently available
are only compostablein

Re
l compostable

Association has developed logos to
help identify products that can be
industrially composted and home

product that breaks up into smaller pieces via natural
processes. This could be through exposure to light,
exposure to temperature or by micro-organisms. Over

composted — but these are optional
for product manufacturers to use.

time, these products may degrade to plastic particles
invisible to the naked eye, but the pieces still exist
(1 Million Women, 2018) - adding to the increasing
problem of microplastics in the environment.

commercial facilities, which
are able to maintain sustained
high temperatures.

Council does not currently have a local collection point or
commercial facility for managing compostable waste. Some
event organisers have successfully worked with organic
waste contractors to arrange this.

Adapted from Surf Coast Shire, Plastic Wise Guide




